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Sunday Worship 
10:00 AM 

UPDATED HEALTH & SAFETY POLICIES 

FROM THE VESTRY (from August 10, 2021) 
 

The vestry has agreed with CDC, UCC, and Faith United   

safety committee recommendations for church usage at the 

current time.  Since the pandemic is an ever-changing     

phenomenon, future guidelines may change also. 

Effective immediately we will reinstate  
 

 Mask usage for all in person gatherings,  

 Pause congregational singing,  

 Delay reopening the nursery and have children  

      stay with families during the children's message,  

 And move all food sharing to outdoor settings. 
 

We are all aware that this is a hard pill to swallow, but  

these changes are relatively easy to accomplish and  

could prevent an avoidable spread of the virus.   

     - Mark Odell, Vestry President 

Mark Your Calendars….  

A New Church Year Begins! 
 

► Sept. 1 - Starts the Outreach month for CROP Walk ...(See pg. 4) 

► Sept. 1 - Centering Prayer Wednesdays at 4:15 p.m. ..(See pg. 2) 

► Sept. 2 - Coffee hour on Thursdays at 9 a.m. …………….(See pg. 4) 

► Sept. 2 - Friendship Circle at 10 a.m. …………………………..(See pg. 4) 

► Sept. 5 - Communion on Sunday ………………………………..(See pg. 2) 

► Sept. 5 - Fall sermon series, Book of Genesis ……………..(See pg. 2) 

► Sept. 7 - Bell choir rehearsals at 6:30 p.m., contact Connie Miller 

► Sept. 8 - Christian Education starts for Youth …………….(See pg. 3) 

► Sept. 8 - Wednesday night Adult Forum …………………...(See pg. 3) 

► Sept. 8 - Vocal Choir rehearsals at 7 p.m., contact John Jones 

► Sept. 12 -Rally Day Kick Off with Picnic………………….Signup HERE  

► Sept.14 - Bible study, Gospel of Luke ………………………….(See pg. 2) 

► Sept. 19 - Confirmation mini retreat …………………………...(See pg. 2) 

► Sept. 19 - Sunday Morning Adult Forum …………………...(See pg. 3) 

► Sept. 26 - New Member Sunday ………………………………….(See pg. 4) 
 

 

What will the new normal of this fall look like for Faith UCC?  
Join us for the journey and let’s find out together! 

Weekly Calendar  
 

Tuesday 
 

12:00 p. m. - Bible Study  

6:30 p.m.- Bell Choir   

 

Wednesday  
 

4:15 p. m. - Centering Prayer  

6:00 p.m. - Youth C.E. Class 

7:00 p.m. - Adult Forum 

7:00 p.m. - Choir rehearsal 

 

Thursday 
 

9:00 a. m. - Morning coffee 

 

Sunday 
 

10:00 a. m. – Worship service  

11:00 a.m. -  Adult Forum 

11:15 a.m. - Confirmation  
 

(Check start dates on Calendar 

on the right side of page) 

, or Signup HERE  

http://www.faithuccmuscatine.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4CABA929ABFA7-faith1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4CABA929ABFA7-faith1
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  Monthly Musings From Pastor Ryan     

Centering Prayer  
 

 On Wednesdays, at 4:15 p.m., the sanctuary will be open for our weekly centering 
prayer session. Even if you do not practice centering prayer, but you would just like to have 
some quiet prayer time in the sanctuary, come on over! Watch for it on Facebook as well.   

Here we go again! 
 

 With September comes the start of the new church year, and I couldn’t be more ex-

cited. While I assure you that we will continue to remain vigilant of the ongoing and evolv-

ing pandemic, I want to also assure all of you that one way or another we will continue to 

journey in faith together. As the hymn “In the Midst of New Dimensions” goes:  
 

God of the rainbow, fiery pillar,  

leading where the eagles soar,  

We your people, ours the journey  

now and ever, now and ever, now and ever more. 
 

Beginning September 5, I’ll begin a sermon series entitled “In the Midst of New Dimen-

sions.” The series will draw upon the Book of Genesis as we ourselves continue to live into 

and sometimes wrestle with the new normal we find ourselves in.   
 

In many ways the Book of Genesis is all about wrestling with all sorts of new normals 

and the ways that the mystery of God’s love is always being made available to us through 

that entangling. Nowhere is this more starkly portrayed than in the story of Jacob wrestling 

with God. As Douglas Knight and Any Jill-Levine comment about this struggle in their book 

The Meaning of the Bible, “To be in relationship with this mysterious deity does not mean 

that all is milk and honey; it means being aware that actions have consequences, that easy 

answers are not forthcoming, and that divine support does not compromise free will.” 
 

From God declaring all creation to be good to the story of Adam and Eve having to 

learn to work things out to the monumental challenges faced by the likes of Isaac, Jacob, 

and Joseph, the Book of Genesis is rich in stories and lessons of mercy, endurance, faith, for-

giveness, and the ultimacy of God’s enduring, connecting, and empowering love. I hope 

that as autumn spreads its wings over our little corner of the world, our journey through this 

book of new beginnings will help to guide us onward into a deeper faith and an even 

deeper love for both God and one another.  

        Pastor Ryan  

Tuesday Bible Resumes 

 Join Pastor Ryan and other church friends and members for an insightful, open, and 

stimulating study of the Gospel of Luke every Tuesday this fall from 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m. 

We will meet on Zoom. Please contact the office if you plan on participating.  

Fall 2021 Confirmation Class 
 This fall is a Confirmation Class year here at Faith! The tradition here at Faith UCC is to 

invite anyone who is in the seventh or eighth grades to be a part of the Confirmation Class. 

Our classes will be based on the curriculum “Confirm, Not Conform.” We will meet on Sun-

days after the church service, from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. For now, we are planning on 

beginning our Confirmation Year on Sunday, September 19 (changed from the letter sent 

out earlier in the summer). The congregation will bless the class in the worship service, and 

then the class will have a mini-retreat to begin our time together. The retreat will begin at 

11:15 a.m. and end at 2:15 p.m. Please call or email the church office if you have any ques-

tions, Phone number is 563-263-5979, or email  pastorryan@faithuccmuscatine.com. 

Communion Sundays 
 

 Join us each First Sunday of the month when we celebrate Holy Communion, so if you 

are watching from home on live-streaming, have your bread/crackers, and juice/water 

ready.   

mailto:pastorryan@faithuccmuscatine.com


Christian Education at Faith United 
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Fall 2021 Youth Class Registrations Due September 7th 
 

 We need to update our files, please fill out the registration for Fall 

classes for all of our youth students returning this fall. For a copy of the 

Christian Education Registration form look HERE. You may also stop by the 

church office and pick one up. Thank you! 

 

Youth Christian Education Note from Beth Elshoff 
 

 We will be starting in-person CE classes on Wed. Sept 8th. Due to the rise in COVID, 

we will NOT be having a meal or group singing for the time being, so classes will start at 6:00 

p.m. and run until 6:45 p.m. Students and teachers will be required to wear masks and stay 

in their groups as much as possible.  
 

 For the first night we will be doing a Tie-dyeing activity outside to go along with the 

lesson of Joseph and His Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. T-Shirts will be 

provided. Please have students wear OLD clothes that first night. We 

hope we can all have fun together in this intergenerational activity.  
 

 Please keep your child/children home if they have been exposed 

to COVID in their school classroom (or anywhere else) until you have had 

them tested and are negative or they show no symptoms.  

 

Sunday Morning Adult Forum 
 

 On Sunday, September 19, the Sunday morning adult forum group will 

meet on Zoom from 11 a.m. -11:45 a.m. after the worship service.  
 

 A Zoom invitation/announcement will be offered each week. If you 

would like an email reminder on the day of the meeting, email the office.  
 

 We will also facilitate an online connection here at the church for    

anyone attending in-person.  

Wednesday Night Adult Forum  
 

 The Wednesday Night Adult Forum will begin meeting again on   

September 12 at 7 p.m. join in on Zoom. Our book for this fall is Francis Collins’ 

The Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief.  

 

 From the publisher: “An instant bestseller from Templeton Prize–winning 

author Francis S. Collins, The Language of God provides the best argument 

for the integration of faith and logic since C.S. Lewis’s Mere Christianity. The 

book can be found online at all major booksellers.  

 

 A Zoom invitation/announcement will be offered each week. If you  

would like an email reminder on the day of the meeting, email the office. 

https://mcusercontent.com/c059ea353820350e1fff69edd/files/249628cb-39ec-f8fd-9fdc-1105814af76f/Registration_Christian_Education_Year_2020_2021.pdf
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News From Around The Church 

Crop Walk - September Outreach Mission 

 We will be collecting donations for Crop Walk         

throughout the month of September.  

 The annual Walk will be on Sunday, October 3rd, 

and is a 2.5-mile walk. We hope to have a group         

from Faith to walk together on this day.  

 This year at Faith United we are inviting you to contribute to our monthly outreach 

mission throughout September for the annual CROP Walk. Then join us as a group on Octo-

ber 3rd, or you may also walk alone and record your walks throughout the month if you do 

not feel you can join as a group. For more information, go to Muscatine CROP Hunger Walk 

Here. 

 All monetary check donations are to be written out to CROP (not Faith United) and 

sent to the church office to be set aside in the Crop Envelope, you do not need to give do-

nations online. Pat Mundell will deliver the donations directly to the local CROP committee.  

 Remember that 25% of our donations come back to our community – 20% for the 

Food Pantry and 5% for Bag of Blessings. If you have any questions, feel free to contact our 

outreach coordinator Pat Mundell.  

Revitalize Muscatine Housing Project  

 Faith United supplied the meal to the 7 workers that were working at 

the apartment complex on East Fifth Street on Friday, August 6th. We took 

Sack lunches from Avenue Subs.  The workers were very appreciative. We 

will continue to help them with this and with also workers in the fall.  

 Thanks to Tom Emerick who volunteered previously. We raised 

$1465.00 with our special collection in August. Thank you to everyone that 

contributed to this local mission.  

Harmony Guild 

 Faith United's Harmony Guild would like to thank everyone who donated merchan-

dise for their recent sale and/or made purchases during the sale.  We especially would like 

to thank the members that gave freely of their time to organize, price, sell, and re-box mer-

chandise.   All of your time and efforts were GREATLY APPRECIATED.   The sale was very suc-

cessful and will allow Harmony Guild to continue to support many church and community 

projects during the coming year. Thank you one and all for your support!  

 Our next meeting is  Monday, October 4th at 6:30 p.m. at the 

church.  Co-Hosting: Nancy Wangberg & Pat Mundell. 

Friendship Circle  

 We will meet on Thursday, September 2nd at 10 a.m. at the church.  

Hostesses are Sylvia Trumbull and Pat Mundell. Program will be by Pat. All 

women of the church are invited to attend. Hope to see many of you there. 

New Member Sunday 
 

 Would you like to become a member of Faith United? Sunday, 

September 26, is our New Member Sunday. Please contact Pastor Ryan 

for more information about becoming a member here at Faith United.  

College Students 
 

 If you have a College Student and they have changed their ad-

dress this year, please email the office or contact Pat Mundell, and let us 

know the new address. We would like to send them something in the 

mail soon. Thank you! 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/teams?event=muscatineia
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Faith United Vestry - Faith In Action 

Vestry Minutes for Monday, August 9, 2021 - 6:30 p.m. 
Attending:  Mark Butterworth, Bill Creasey, John Elshoff, Alice Ganzley, Deb Hagy, Sue Jo-

hannsen, Julie Kundel, Jon Merritt, Mark Odell, Melissa Schumaker, Tim Stelzner, Rich Carroll. 

Not attending: Scott Warren and Pastor Ryan. 
 

Deacons’ Report: Stewardship Campaign updates and schedule.  
 

Elders’ Report: Staff Evaluations and Reviews updated report. 
 

Trustees’ Report: Flat Roof, building upkeep, get bids on trimming hedges on the west lot. 

The parking lot crack filling, sealant, and striping are planned for spring for about $7000. 
 

Pastor’s Report: I and the staff have been planning the new church year. Some details may 

have to be changed as we respond to new developments with the pandemic. 
 

Unfinished Business 

• Capital Improvement Planning Committee Updates  

• Carpeting/flooring - The downstairs will have planking on the floors. 

• Downstairs restrooms - The estimated cost of each restroom will be about $16,000. 

• Front Sign – One of the Vestry members asked when this would be addressed.   
 

New Business 

• Review Church Building Safety and Public Health Policies. The CDC and UCC recom-

mendations, Pastor Ryan, and the Building Safety Committee recommend that at the 

very least we immediately reinstate our mask requirement for all in-person church gath-

erings (Sunday worship, meetings, CE, etc.), pause all congregational singing, delay the 

reopening of the nursery, return to asking children to stay with families for the children’s 

message, and move all food-sharing outdoors. Melissa moved and second by Julie Kun-

del to follow the CDC and UCC. Motion carried. 

• Update current Safe Church Policy and Create Employee Handbook, recently, Ryan, 

Rich, and Lisa filled out a survey from the church’s insurance provider. While doing so, 

Pastor Ryan realized that we need to update our safe church policy and create a single 

employee handbook. This would fall under the purview of the Elders, and Ryan will help 

get the process started in September. 

• We received two applications. Pastor Ryan and CE Director Beth E. are recommending 

we hire both to make sure the nursery is always staffed. This may be affected by any 

changes that are made in the church's health and safety protocols.  

• Proposal to reimburse Pastor Ryan for Zoom subscription (17 months @ $15.89/month = 

$270.13) and create new Zoom subscription that directly bills the church. Vestry agreed. 

• Allison Castle Event on Aug 18th in the church basement. This is a non-church education-

al class about healing instruments with 15 clients. We have a copy of the general liability 

and professional liability policy from Alison, along with a signed agreement for use of 

space. The Vestry agreed and that health guidelines be followed. 

• Communion - Sept 5th. Tim Stelzner & Melissa Schumaker volunteered to serve. 

• Muscatine Symphony Orchestra advertisement for the 2021-2022 season. Jan Collinson 

volunteered to put an ad on the Symphony’s promotional page. Vestry Agreed.  

• John Elshoff brought up a flyer/brochure about Faith UCC.  Putting the brochure into the 

community – hotels and motels - was suggested. John volunteered to ask a few hotels/

motels if they could be distributed in their establishments. The Vestry agreed.  

• Vestry President Mark Odell will draft a letter/email to the congregation to be sent out on 

Tuesday, August 10. Mark or another representative of the Vestry will address the congre-

gation about these updates in the announcements of the August 15 worship service. 

Guest preacher Barbara Muhs has already been advised that these may be in place on 

Sunday, August 15 and 22. 
 

Next Meeting September 13, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. 



Faith United Church of Christ Community  
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MCSA Sponsors for September 
 

September 5th  -  In honor of Beth Elshoff for her youth ministry  

September 12th - Janet & Jim Sichterman in honor of Alan Arkema 

September 12th - Paul and Pat Burnette in memory of Brian & Nathan 

September 19th - Larry & Marcy Clausen in honor of Lane Clausen  

September 26th - Barbara Woodstra in honor of a Birthday for Great Grand Daughter Lyla  

September 26th - Donna Reed in honor of Family  

Thank  you To  & From Our Members and Friends, you are the Church! 
 

♥ The family of Neal Kleindolph would like to say thank you for the cards and words of 

sympathy in Neal's passing.  Your kind thoughts were much appreciated. Thank you, 

Sandy Weggen. 

 

♥ Dear Friends and members of Faith, as your generosity continues, so does my gratitude 

for you. Thank you for your continued gift of $500.00 to support the friends of the confer-

ence and OCWM funds. You’re not merely keeping the lights on at the conference of-

fice - you are helping meaningful ministry to happen. Thank you! Rev. Kendell Miller 

ACM. 

 

♥ Thank you to Barbara Muhs for filling in for Pastor Ryan on August 15th & 22nd. Bob Dan-

ner for  filling in for Judy Wilson on August 22nd. - Faith UCC 

 

♥ Thank you to John Jones and the Harmony Singers for your beautiful music shared with 

the congregation in August, we are incredibly grateful. - Faith UCC 

 

♥ To Alison Castle for stopping by to donate the free will offering from her event lead by 

Mary Geiselman. Mary decided to donate her time and give this offering of $121.00 to 

the church. The funds will go into the “Pay It Forward” account to be used at the 

church’s discretion. - Faith UCC 

 

♥ Dear Friends, Thank you for your $100.00 donation to the MCSA Domestic Violence Shel-

ter. We are pleased to accept your contribution and will use it toward sheltering and 

providing support for women and children who find themselves in domestic violence sit-

uations. Sincerely, Jennifer Leirness, Resource Development Officer. 

 

♥ Thank you to our church family for the cards, calls and memorials in the loss of another 

deeply loved brother.  The losses to our family have been painful but your kindness is 

very much appreciated and we know that your thoughts and prayers help get us 

through this trying time. With God’s love, Cindy & Phil Carver 
 

 

♥ Thank you to our August Volunteers:  
 

Liturgists Tom Emerick, Tim Stelzner, Pat Mundell and Linda Hardin.  

Ushers: Tom Emerick, Mark Hagy, Pat Pagel, Nancy Wangberg and Mark Odell.  

Greeters: Lisa Shea, Beth Elshoff, and  Linda Hardin.  

Communion servers: Marcy Clausen, Tim Stelzner & Melissa Shoemaker.  

Refreshments: Cindy Carver, Jan Collinson, Deb Hagy, and Nancy Wangberg.  

Live Stream Technicians: Tim Stelzner, Mark Hagy, and Pat Mundell.  

Altar flowers: Harmony Guild, and Lisa Shea.  

Altar Committee - Marcy Clausen.  
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September  
Birthday Card  

Shower  
 

 

September 3  

Tom Emerick  

1224 Northwood Lane  

Muscatine IA 52761  

 
September 10                     

Grace Duggleby   

111 Owen Rd #90 

Monona, WI 53716 

 
September 15  

Alan Arkema  

Apt. 514,  

3515 Diana Queen Dr.  

Muscatine IA 52761 

 
September 24                     

Myung Sharar      

13421 S. Fairfield, 55G     

Seal Beach, CA 90740 

September  
Anniversaries   

 

 
 

 1 – John & Judi  

       Jones  
 

 2 – Denise & Frank  

       Rohlena 
 

 4 – Glenn & Ashley  

       Scott  
 

 6 – Jim & Pat  

        Fischer  
 

 9 – John & Diane  

        Littrel  
 

23 – Jordan & Nicole  

        Elshoff 
 

29 – Cody & Hannah  

        Estabrook  

 

September  

Birthdays 
 

1 – John Littrel  

 2 – Robert Brown  

 3 – Tom Emerick  

 3 – Jennifer Sherer  

 4 – Jeff Hanssen  

 5 – Kylene Blanchard  

6 – Erin Plemmons  

6 - Althea Downing-Sherer 

7 – Shelley Frost  

7 – Trisha Littrel  

10 – Grace Duggleby  

11 – Jack Hovland 

14 – Mark Diercks  

15 – Alan Arkema 

16 – Jim Reynolds  

18 – Pam Ritchhart  

18 – Ashley Scott  

22 – Jessica Ingstad  

24 – Myung Sharar  

25 – Anna Sharar  

27 – Karen Hartman  

28 – Eric Pagel 

Please Keep in Your Prayers 

 All who are sick or ill and all their caregivers. Grace Duggleby, Marletta Warren, 

Kathy Harris, Lane Clausen, Alan Arkema, Carol Schlagenhauser, Margaret Heerd, Kelly 

Ingstad, Bob Sharar, Shirley Johnson, Robert Meyer, Keith & Nancy Stych, Marcia Wof-

ford, Harold Wilson, Bernard & Sandra Roth, Carla Reynolds, Bill Shea, Rich Carroll, and 

Paul & Pat Burnette, and family.  

Outdoor Coffee at the Church  

 You are invited to stop by the church on Thursday mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 

a.m. for a socially distanced coffee with other congregants. Just bring a cup of coffee (or 

tea, water, juice, soda), a lawn chair, your mask, and your good self, and we’ll see who 

drops in. Weather allowing, we’ll meet on the back lawn of the church by the basketball 

hoops.   

Daily Devotion Booklets are available at the church 

 We have new These Days for October - December 2021 & we have the Upper 

Room booklets for September- October 2021. Stop by the church and pick them up! 

Condolences 
 
 

           Sympathy to Paul and Pat Burnette, and family, on the death of their son, Nathan  

Burnette. Nathan passed away on Friday, August 27th in Iowa City surrounded by family. 

Cards of sympathy can be sent to Paul & Pat Burnette, 222 Dillaway St., Muscatine IA 52761. 
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Faith United Church of Christ Open and Affirming Statement 
 

We the members of Faith United Church of Christ declare ourselves to be an open and af-

firming church.  
 

We affirm all people are individuals of sacred worth created in the image of God.  
 

We embrace and celebrate the diversity of the human family and God's unconditional love 

for ALL, including but not limited to people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, genders, 

gender Identities, sexual orientations, socio-economic conditions, physical, mental and 

emotional abilities, faith backgrounds, nationalities, marital status, languages, and educa-

tion levels.  
 

We invite and encourage all persons into full participation by sharing in the life and leader-

ship, ministry and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of member-

ship in our Faith community.  
 

We welcome all to journey together in faith toward greater understanding, compassion 

and mutual respect.  
 

We believe that in meeting each other in Christian love, God's spirit frees us all to give, to 

grow, to be ourselves, because, “No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, 

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE.”           

          - adopted April 7, 2019 

Our Faith UCC website 
faithuccmuscatine.com  

Ways to Continue Supporting  

the Work of the Church 
 

 The church is more than just a building. We the people are 

the church, and we will continue to find ways to be a community 

that shares in the love of Christ together. To help maintain all  

that we do, your monetary offerings to the church are welcome.  
 

     Our options for giving currently are: 
 

• Drop off envelopes to the locked mailbox by the front door. Box 3307, there is a Faith 

UCC sign on the box used by the church). 

• Send your envelopes in the mail to 3307 Mulberry, Muscatine Iowa 52761. 

• Talk with your bank about options to set up a direct payment account. 

• Use our website link to your PayPal, charge taken out for the transfer. 

Faith Meditation Garden -  
Designed by John Jones 

Do You Remember When? 

 Our Youth liked to collect for UNICEF.  After collecting, we 

would sometimes gather around and have a cookout for the 

kids. Here they are roasting marshmallows in 2000. 

https://www.faithuccmuscatine.com/

